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Note

PARIS, March i, 1805..

His Majesty has abolished the Imperial School of
Agriculture, which could only have occasioned idle talk,
and useless expenditure. He would like to give some real
encouragement to agriculture. In order to do so, one must
know the state of agriculture in the different Departments.

It is prosperous in the Upper and Lower Rhine Depart-
ment, in the North, Belgium, Pas-de-Calais, Somme,
Aisne, Oise, Seine and Marne, Seine and Oise, and in most of
Eure and Loire, in Lower Seine, Calvados, the Channel, and
the Departments that were once Languedoc, in Lot, Vau-
cluse, the Rh6ne estuary, Saone and Loire, Upper Sa6ne,
part of C6te d'Or, and the six Departments of Piedmont. It
will be prosperous, too, in the four new Departments of the
Rhine, as soon as the sale of national property puts the
land under the control of those who really cultivate it.

It is to the other Departments, then, that we must convey
our encouragements. In most of these Departments cultiva-
tion is in the hands of labourers or metayers, who care for
nothing beyond tnakingtheir living, and who never improve
their holdings. These are not the people to be encouraged.
It is the rich land-owners, who do something to increase
the value of their property, and who are the only class to*
think about their interests, and to be concerned f6r the
future of themselves and of their children.

People of this kind are not encouraged by grants of
money, but by medals, and decorations, and eulogies
addressed to them by or on behalf of the sovereign. Every
Prefect must therefore get to know which land-owners
and agriculturalists in his Department distinguish themselves-
either by the extent and skill of their farming, or by their
superior breeding and rearing of live-stock. Every year the
Minister for Home Affairs will distribute, to those who>